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The City School

We develop the power of youth to work toward building a just society!
“Why is there homelessness?” “Why don’t we talk about these issues in school?” “Why do I

mostly spend time with people who look like me?” Milton Academy Student, 1987

Headquartered in the vibrant Upham’s Corner neighborhood of Dorchester, The City School has grown from our roots in a classroom at Milton Academy in 1987 to become an independent nonprofit organization that opens our doors to over 1000 Boston area teens each year.

Since formally launched in 1995 more than 8,400 teens have turned to The City School for leadership development programming, social justice education and to learn how to make a difference. Over more than 17 years of youth programming, we build community, foster civic engagement and promote leadership among teens who are from very different backgrounds.

Combining community service, academic study, and leadership development, City School programs offer teens an in-depth understanding of issues confronting them in their daily lives, in their communities and in the media. Through our work, youth gain a deeper understanding of the world around them and develop and practice leadership skills to work toward building a better, more just community and world 

Today, the young people who turn to The City School reflect the rich diversity of Boston and our surrounding suburbs: over 85% of our teens are young people of color, 79% are Boston residents and 84% attend public schools. Initially operating under the auspices of Milton Academy and in partnership with Cathedral High School and Boston Latin School, The City School conducted a successful $1.4 million Building Community Capital Campaign that made it possible to purchase and move to our current home in the Upham’s Corner in 2002.
“We all have stories to tell and what we go through shouldn’t define us. I got the chance to open up and got skills to lead and be a better person.”-City School Student, 2010
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City School operates out-of-school time programs that are designed to prepare young people to become life-long leaders for social justice. 

Youth begin their journey with us through our Summer Leadership Program which brings together a diverse group of 60 to 70 students for community and classroom learning over six and half weeks. Students participate in a creative and exploratory research seminar, a related internship in a community based organization, a youth created project to make positive change in our community, and diversity and leadership training. During the school year we offer three career pathways built on a foundation of training and mentorship that leads a young person from participant to staff including:

Community Education: 5-10 young people become community educators, learning group facilitation, research, and curriculum development. Students provide programming to schools and organizations and run Prison Empowerment Projects-workshops that explore the criminal justice system followed by visits to a prison to talk directly with people in prison; Youth Outreach Weekends-service retreat weekends that explore issues of homelessness and poverty followed by service at a shelter; and the Social Justice Education Institute-training teachers and students in social justice education practices.

Organizing and Advocacy: Partnered with the Boston Youth Organizing Project to jointly lead this program, 5-10 youth learn campaign mapping, research, public speaking, member recruitment and knowledge such as the legislative process. They then design campaigns to create larger systemic and policy changes within schools and our community.   

Organizational Leadership: 5-10 Youth support TCS adult staff to learn and share in grant writing, event planning, and run a weekly afterschool program named Grad Leaders United. This program serves as the core year round community space that all youth leaders come together to teach, learn, organize and advocate for justice. 

Other Programming includes drop-in nights and community-wide events that offer a healing space for those who have been affected by community violence. The City School is involved with several important collaborations including a youth jobs initiative called Get Off The Corner Hanging Around (GOTCHA), and work with AIDS Action’s BE SAFE Initiative to address sexual health with teens. Other work includes: referrals to services; offering our space to community groups including Kilombo Novo Angola Capoeira, a Brazilian form of martial arts and dance and provide office space for Reflect and Strengthen, a grassroots organizing and arts based women’s collective.  
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